EPISODES   OF  THE   GEE AT  WAR        [1916

wood of Foureaux, which we called High Wood,
hung like a dark cloud on the sky line. At 3.25 a.m.,
when the cloudy dawn had fully come, the infantry
attacked. So complete was the surprise that in the
dark the battalions which had the farthest road to
go came within 200 yards of the enemy's wire with
scarcely a casualty. When the German barrage
came it fell behind them. The attack failed nowhere.

The great event of the day fell in the late afternoon,
when the cavalry came into action against High
Wood, the first time our mounted men had been
used in eighteen months. The final advance, about
8 p.m., was made partly on foot and partly on horse-
back, and the enemy in the corn were ridden down,
captured, or slain with lance and sabre. The cavalry
then set to work to entrench themselves, to protect
the flank of the advancing infantry in High Wood.
It was a clean and workmanlike job, and the news
of it exhilarated the whole line. That cavalry should
be used at all seemed to forecast the end of the long
trench fighting and the beginning of a campaign in
the open.

On Saturday, 15th July, we were busy consolidat-
ing the ground won, and at some points pushing
farther. High Wood was last under pressure of
counter-attacks, but we had by that time con-
solidated our line behind it. This position was held
with extraordinary resolution by the enemy, and
it was two months before the whole wood was in our
possession. On the right, around Longueval and
Delville Wood, was waged the fiercest contest of all.
The struggle which began on that Saturday before
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